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To whom it may concern, 
 
Re: GHHR Summer School director, Dr. Astrid Stuckelberger 
 
As this year’s Global Health and Human Rights (GHHR) Summer School cohort, we would like to extend 
our gratitude for your excellent programme. The course was filled with many compelling and insightful 
concepts and granted unprecedented access to numerous United Nations’ organisations, as well as the 
brilliant minds working within them; with whom, astute and enlightening discussions positively enriched 
our experiences. For such invaluable opportunities, we cannot express enough appreciation.  
 
We unanimously believe that our fantastic experience was made possible as a result of Dr. Astrid 
Stuckelberger’s innate dedication, passion to share knowledge and drive to inspire young professionals. 
For this reason we have collectively and democratically written this letter, via Facebook and Google Docs, 
as a testament to Dr. Stuckelberger’s outstanding work at the GHHR Summer School. Many of us have 
individually signed and there are others who are also in support of this letter. 
 
Dr. Stuckelberger has attended every lecture, led discussions and sincerely critiqued all submitted group 
work. When guest lecturers fell through, she seamlessly made alternative arrangements to ensure that our 
learning experience was not hindered. Furthermore, she always made herself available to answer 
questions, provide encouraging words and share her leadership. She aided us in gaining clarification on 
controversial issues and did an excellent job integrating ideas with her own expertise. It is clear that she is 
incredibly accomplished and often demonstrated knowledge on par with many esteemed speakers.  
 
In addition, Dr. Stuckelberger possesses a very high level of emotional intelligence. As an honest, genuine 
and thoughtful individual, she taught us to appreciate the value of differing experiences and expertise. She 
asserted that our contributions merited value during discussions with speakers and classmates. 
Recognizing the capabilities of her students and supporting their future goals, Dr. Stuckelberger 
encouraged us to acknowledge our potential with confidence, to the extent that experts within our group 
with affiliations to Médecins Sans Frontières and the Australian Register for Naturopaths and Herbalists, 
were encouraged to deliver lectures. 
 
Despite being responsible for many other competing academic obligations, Dr. Stuckelberger worked 
tirelessly, occasionally at personal cost, to ensure that we received the best possible learning experience. 
Even with her abundant experience and qualifications, she consistently waived the hierarchy and worked 
with us as academic partners, an innovative approach, which was highly effective and empowering. 
Furthermore, she provided constructive criticism in an honest effort to promote our development in the 
field of global health and human rights. She has gone above and beyond her role to ensure the satisfaction 
and success of the GHHR group. 
 
When considering our cumulative global academic experience, which encompasses a range of 
undergraduate and postgraduate disciplines within both healthcare and human rights, we unanimously 
agree that Dr. Stuckelberger has been a phenomenal director by any global standard. Her calibre is 
definitely on par with that of our respective professors; considering that our academic associations vary 
from Harvard to King's College London, this is an extraordinary feat. We therefore eagerly anticipate her 



progression to even greater heights, just as she has been advocating for us these past few weeks. She truly 
is an excellent credit to your department and the University of Geneva. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
University of Geneva GH&HR Summer School participants 2015 
 
 
Contributors:  
Ana Castro, B.S., Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts (Mexico). 
  
Angela Doolan, LLB(Hons) pending University of New England, Armidale, B.Nat, Southern Cross 
University, Lismore, Grad. Dip Ed, University of New England, Armidale, B.A., University of Queensland, 
St Lucia, (Australia). 
 
Ashrita Hanmiah, B.A., Canisius College, Buffalo, New York (Canada). 
 
Aurore Geiser, BSc (International Relations), MSc pending (Environmental Sciences), Université de 
Genève, Genève, Suisse (Suisse). 
 
Chloe Dougherty, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia (United States).  
 
Fernanda Velasco, MSc (European Social Policy) London School of Economics, London, United Kingdom 
(Mexico). 
 
Gabrielle Ortiz, SPT, Texas Woman’s University, Houston, Texas (United States). 
 
Jennifer Than, B.Pharm, MIPH, MHM, University of New South Wales, Sydney (Australia). 
 
Kaushik Ahmed, BSc, King’s College London, United Kingdom (Bangladesh). 
 
Louise Treloar, B.A. (Communications), B.B.S. Charles Sturt University, M.A. (Health Communications), 
The University of Sydney (Australia). 
 
Marianna Vitaloni, Ph.D., Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, Spain (Italy). 
 
Mario Fidalgo, B.S., University of Miami, Miami, Florida (Portugal). 
 
Dr. Mohamed Abouelenein, Physician and Clinical Researcher, Charité  University Medicine, Berlin, 
Germany (Egypt). 
 
Nour Hamada, B.A. Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Geneva, Switzerland (Tunisia). 
 
Tajindar Basi, MPharm, King’s College London, London, United Kingdom (United Kingdom). 
 
Theresa Nguyen, B.Pharm, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia (Australia). 
 
Viviane Caya-Vandenbroek, B.A Pharmaceutical Sciences. University of Montreal, PharmD. Palm Beach 
Atlantic University (Canada). 
 
Ximena Montes, B.S., Nova Southeastern University, Fort Lauderdale, Florida (Peru). 
 
& supported by the other GHHR SS participants 
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